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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 

Publishes Alcohol Tax Study Rebuttal by 

Fayetteville State University Endowed 

Professor Dr. Edward Stringham 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

By Public Relations  

The most recent issue of the American Journal of Preventive Medicine contains commentary 

from Dr. Edward Stringham, the Lloyd V. Hackley Endowed Chair for the Study of Capitalism 

and Free Enterprise at Fayetteville State University, on the impact of higher alcohol taxes. 

In the journal, Dr. Stringham critiques a public health study from April’s American Journal of 

Preventive Medicine, which concluded that a 25-cent-per-drink alcohol tax would reduce 

excessive drinking and be good for the economy. The study authors, Daley et al., advocated for 

large alcohol taxes claiming both public health benefits from reduced consumption and that 

almost all of the cost would be borne by “high risk” drinkers. 

In his rebuttal, Dr. Stringham challenges the authors’ assumption that all drinkers would respond 

to the higher taxes similarly, insisting instead that heavy drinkers are much less responsive to 

higher prices than their moderate drinking counterparts. 

Dr. Stringham also states that, “the authors also fail to consider how higher taxes harm moderate 

drinkers. Not only will moderate drinkers lose the enjoyment of drinks not consumed, but many 

would lose the positive health benefits from moderate drinking as well. One should not attempt 

to engage in cost benefit analysis while ignoring the benefits side of the equation.” 

The American Journal of Preventive Medicine is the official journal of the American College of 

Preventive Medicine and the Association for Prevention Teaching and Research. It publishes 
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articles in the areas of prevention research, teaching, practice and policy. For more information 

about the journal, visit the website: http://www.ajpmonline.org. 

Read the commentary here: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2115877  
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